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Government Costs Increase

NABR has prepared a review of federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests that were
submitted by animal rights organizations in Fiscal Year 2016. FOIA was enacted in 1966 to
promote transparency and ensure accountability of government officials and agencies. The law
permits members of the public to submit requests for records in the possession of federal
agencies, such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

In FY 2016, both USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and the NIH
received a significant number of requests from animal rights activists. As outlined in further detail

in NABR’s FY2016 FOIA Analysis (log-in required), these agencies received 12% more requests

from animal rights groups than the previous year, and the cost for the government to respond to

the requests increased by 20%.

NABR believes animal rights activists will continue to submit broad requests for large amounts of
data about research facilities in FY 2017 in part because of the USDA's decision on February 3 to
temporarily remove the Animal Care Inspection Service (ACIS) database. NABR will continue to
monitor FOIA requests submitted to federal agencies and, when possible, alert members if they
are named in the requests. Research facilities should carefully review all information submitted to

federal agencies. To read the full FY2016 FOIA Analysis, please click here (log-in required).

Click Here for the Analysis
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