
 

 

 

2020 CPDD Virtual Scientific Meeting  

 

TRAVEL AWARDS 

 
Stephen G. Holtzman Travel Award  

for Preclinical Investigators  

 
Drew Townsend,  Ph.D 
Virginia Commonwealth University  
 
Dr. Drew Townsendõs longstanding research interest is to better understand the 

determinants and mechanisms of drug -taking behavior, with the goal of 

developing improved treatment strategies for substance use disorders. Drewõs 

interest in substance -abuse research was cemented during an undergraduate 

internship wi th Dr. Kevin Freeman at the University of Mississippi Medical Center in 

2011. Drew was fortunate enough to continue this research with Dr. Freeman 

through the completion of his PhD in neuroscience in 2017, focusing on the use of opioid self -administration 

procedures to evaluate strategies to diminish the abuse liability of opioid analgesics. Drew is currently a 

postdoctoral fellow within the laboratory of Dr. Matt Banks at Virginia Commonwealth University. Drewõs 

postdoctoral research focuses on the evaluat ion of opioid -targeted vaccines, an endeavor that is 

supported by an F32 fellowship from NIH/NIDA. A primary achievement during this period has been the 

successful translation of an opioid -versus-food choice procedure from non -human primates to rats. Drew 

hopes to leverage this choice procedure to investigate mechanisms underlying the role of opioid 

withdrawal on the choice to self -administer fentanyl over a food alternative. Drew will share emerging 

findings related to a fentanyl -targeted vaccine during CP DD 2020. 

 
 

CPDD International Award  

 
Joao Maur ic io Casta ldel l i - Maia,  M .D. ,  Ph.D 
Univers i t y  o f  Sao  Pau lo  Med ica l  Schoo l  

 
Dr. Castaldelli -Maia in an Auxiliary Professor at the Department of 

Neuroscience, ABC Health University Center, and a Postgraduate Supervisor at 

the Department of Psychiatry, Medical School, University of Sao Paulo, Brazil. An 

essential part of his work wa s devoted to implementing smoking cessation 

treatment for individuals with mental disorders using pharmacological agents 

associated with group therapy in Brazil, Portugal, and France. In addition, he led the first studies to 

investigate the dimensionality and measurement bias of the DSM -5 and ICD -11 diagnosis for substance 



 

 

use disorders in a population -based sample of a developing country, receiving an Honorable Mention 

in the Health Science & Technology Prize of the Brazilian Ministries of Health, and Scie nce & Technology 

for these studies. This year he has been awarded as a NIDA INVEST Drug Abuse Research Fellow. He will 

join the Department of Epidemiology of Columbia Mailman School of Public Health, to investigate 

determinants of fatal opioid polydrug ove rdoses over the last ten years, linking five different databases. 

He will use a mixed ecological design, mixing multigroup ecological analyses and time trends, as well 

as a type of machine learning to identify clusters at the U.S. county level.  

 

Mat iwos Soboka Daba,  M .Sc,  Assis tant  Professor  
J imma Un ivers i t y  

 
Mr. Matiwos Soboka is a mental health specialist with 7 years of experience in 

different positions and institutions. He has a master's degree in integrated clinical 

and community mental healt h from Jimma University and BSc in nursing from 

Haramaya University. Then he has worked as head of a health center and vice 

head of a district health office for two years. Then he joined Jimma University as 

a lecturer and promoted to an assistant professor  after three years of service. In 

Jimma University he has been serving as coordinator of mhGAP training and master program at the 

department of psychiatry. On top of teaching and conducting researches, he is currently serving as an 

ethical officer at Jimma  University Institute of Health.  

 

Oyapero Afo labi ,  BDS, MPH.,  FMCDS  
Lagos State University College of Medicine  

 
Dr Oyapero Afolabi is a Specialist public health professional and University 

lecturer with over 15 yearsõ experience in clinical, public health and academic 

contexts with proficiency in appropriate technology in resource constrained 

settings and exposure to cutting edge technology in developed country 

contexts.  

 

Dr Oyapero has employment, research and collaboration experience with Ministrie s of health, Universities, 

Teaching Hospitals, Federal government agencies and with international bodies (SASA; ISPTID; ECToH, SRNT, 

IFIC; IADR; International Aids Society; Society for Prevention Research; Global Bridges; WHO;PAHO), in 

nations (Nigeria/Jap an/Germany/Canada/ United State of America),and establishments ( Global bridges - 

Mayo Clinic/ The John Hopkins Bloomberg school of Public Health/ Ontario Tobacco Research unit/ Society 

for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco/ University of Iowa.)  

 

His recent research focus includes tobacco control, exposure of vulnerable children to Tobacco, genetics 

and epidemiology of oral diseases and quality of life outcomes. He is a Mayo Clinic certified Tobacco 

cessation specialist and he runs a drug addiction clinic whe re he also conducts screening for oral cancer.  

 

He is skilled in epidemiology, biostatistics, advocacy, data analysis and dissemination of scientific 

information using Epi info, SPSS, Stata. He has expertise in policy drafting, public health program planni ng, 

implementation of programs, surveillance and program evaluation.  

 

 



 

 

Vitor  Soares Tardel l i ,  M .D. ,  M .S.  
Universidade Federal de S ao Paulo  

Vitor is an addiction psychiatrist and currently a PhD candidate (expected to finish 

by May/2021). I am interested in clinical trials, systematic reviews, and meta -

analyses in the field of treatment of stimulants use disorders. Moreover, I develop 

epidemiological research with large datasets about the non -medical use of 

prescription drugs and inhalant use in  vulnerable populations. I am also involved 

in a project that aims to study sociodemographic, drug -related, and geospatial 

characteristics of individuals deceased by intentional or unintentional overdose in 

Sao Paulo, Brazil.  

 

 

 

Suzai ly  Wahab,  M.D. ,  DR(PSYCH) 
University Kebangsaan Malaysia Medical Centre  

Dr. Suzaily Wahab is an Associate Professor and Consultant Psychiatrist in the 

faculty of Medicine, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia Medical Centre (UKMMC). 

She also serves as a council member of the Addiction Medicine Association of 

Malaysia (AMAM) from 2016 until current. Dr. Suzailyõs primary research interest is 

in the area of mental health, addiction and high risk behaviours, which includes 

maltreatment and cyber health threats, with a special  focus on youth, women, 

and families. She is also an avid speaker in several national/ international conferences, seminars, and media 

platforms, to promote and educate the community on mental health issues. Dr. Suzaily has been actively 

involved in several  international collaborative research projects and had received national/ international 

grants for her research projects in addiction and mental health. Her latest addiction research project 

focuses on the prevention and intervention of methamphetamine use  in youth.  She has also authored/ co -

authored several books/book chapters focusing on mental health issues, such as adolescent addiction, 

cyber bullying, and schizophrenia. Her research writings were also shared and disseminated through peer 

reviewed jour nals and Malaysian media outlets.  

 

 

CPDD Primm- Singleton Minority Travel Award  

 
Naomi Dambreville, P h.D 
The Graduate Center & The City College of New York, CUNY  

Dr. Naomi Dambreville's (she/her) research interests lies in assessing the 

interpersonal dysfunctions associated with risky behaviors, such as substance 

use, using translational approaches that support novel clinical interventions. She 

is also interested in racial/ethnic minority disparities and has co -authored multiple 

peer -reviewed publications. As a Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr. Dambreville currently 

serves as a primary clinician for adolescents/young adults with histories of trauma 

and/or substance use, as well as their families. Dr. Dambreville obtained her PhD in 2019 from the Cl inical 

Psychology Program at City College (CCNY) and The Graduate Center, CUNY. Dr. Dambreville is a recipient 

of the Barmack Award for Best PhD thesis, Psychology Department, CCNY and an alumna Scholar of the 

Translational Research Training in Addictions for Racial/Ethnic Minorities at CCNY and Columbia University 

Medical Center (TRACC) program.  

 

 



 

 

Fernando B. de Moura, Ph.D.  
Harvard Medical School/McLean Hospital  
 

Fernando Barreto de Moura, Ph.D. is a junior faculty member in the Behavioral 

Neuroimaging Laboratory at Harvard Medical School/McLean Hospital. Dr. 

Moura's studies integrate cutting -edge neuroimaging techniques concurrently 

with preclinical models to elucidate behavioral and neurobiological 

mechanisms associated with substance use disorders and other psychiatric 

conditions. Trained classically as a behavioral pharmacologist, Dr. Moura is 

also interested in using receptor theory and behavioral economics to better model, characterize, and study 

substance use disorders preclinically.  

 

Dr. Moura received his Ph.D. in pharmacology from the University of Texas Health Science Center in 2017, 

and he joined the Behavioral Biology Program at McLean Hospital in the same year as a postdoctoral 

research fellow. During his postdoctoral tenure, Dr.  Moura continued to grow his expertise in behavioral 

pharmacology, as well as learn about advanced neuroimaging techniques under the mentorship of Drs. 

Stephen Kohut and Jack Bergman. Following his postdoctoral studies, Dr. Moura continues to work with Dr.  

Kohut in the Behavioral Neuroimaging Laboratory.  

 

 

Mariely Hernandez, M.A.  
The City University of New York  

 
Mariely Hernandez is a Doctoral Candidate in Clinical Psychology at The City 

College of New York/CUNY Graduate Center. She is broadly interested in 

developmental psychopathology, risk factors for mental illness, emotion 

regulation, and cognitive function in clinical populations. Specifically, her 

most recent research has focused on exploring whether college students with 

childhood ADHD s ymptoms experience more negative outcomes following 

alcohol use in adulthood than their typically developing peers with comparable rates of alcohol use. Other 

projects center around ADHD as a risk factor for developing substance and alcohol use disorders, as well 

as exploring baseline predictors of retention in a clinical trial for cannabis dependence. Previous research 

interests have focused on risk factors and early predictors of bipolar disorder, and broad child 

psychopathology in at -risk populations. Pr ior to joining Dr. Sarah O'Neill's Attention & Neuropsychological 

Development lab, Mariely researched pharmacological interventions for pediatric bipolar disorder at 

Massachusetts General Hospital, and parental depression and child psychopathology at the N ew York State 

Psychiatric Institute. She earned a BA in Neuroscience from Columbia University and an MA in Psychology 

from Teachers College.  

 

 

Danielle S. Jackson M.D., M.P.H  
McGaw Medical Center at Northwestern University  

Dr. Jackson received her MD from Howard University College of Medicine in 

2013. Her mission as a psychiatry/behavioral health physician is influenced 

dually by lived experience as a Black American first -generation college 

student from North Philadelphia as  much patient care experiences early in 

training as a surgical resident. Her area of study is the intersection of social 

justice and structural racism that contribute to health inequities in Black 

Americans with mental health and/or substance use disorders . In 2019 she was 

selected as a Resident Scholar in the inaugural cohort of the Recognizing and 

Eliminating Disparities in Addiction through Culturally informed Healthcare (REACH) Program. As a scholar, 

she developed expertise in health disparities and str uctural competency issues that serve as barriers to 

treatment in underserved communities. She cultivated early leadership skills:  as elected American 



 

 

Psychiatric Association - Black Caucus, ECP representative, and AAAP ECP Co -Chair. In her spare time, she 

utilizes social media as a platform for advocacy and education. She is currently working to develop 

multidisciplinary structural racism and health equity education for addiction treatment providers. Recently 

she was awarded the SAMHSA Minority Substance Ab use Fellowship for 2020 -2021. She hopes to develop 

new patient education in addiction treatment during her fellowship.  

 

 

Luisa Kcomt, Ph .D, M..SW, B.S.W 
University of Michigan  

Dr. Luisa Kcomt is a post -doctoral research fellow at the University of 

Michiganõs Center for the Study of Drugs, Alcohol, Smoking and Health. She 

has served as a social worker for 25 years, in both clinical and leadership 

capacities. As she embarks on a new career in research, she strives to 

integrate the social work professi onõs value of social justice into her research 

agenda. With the belief that research can be used as an advocacy tool to 

serve marginalized populations, her research interests include substance use 

and health disparities among sexual and gender minority pop ulations. Her clinical experience grounds her 

current work as a researcher by underscoring the clinical relevance of her research activities. Dr. Kcomt 

holds an active license as a Licensed Master of Social Work in the state of Michigan, where she currentl y 

resides with her son . 

 

Natasha Ludwig -Barron, Ph.D (c), M .P.H 
University of Washington  

 
Natasha Ludwig -Barron, PhD(c), MPH, is a doctoral candidate in 

Epidemiology at the University of Washington. Her research interests fall within 

intersection of substance use, HIV/AIDS, and gender inequity, with the goal of 

improving the health and wellbeing of marginalized communities both 

domestically and globally. She is a NIH NIDA Diversity Supplement recipient, 

which supports her training and research in Nairobi and coastal Kenya. Her 

dissertation incorporates a mixed methods design in order to better 

understand environmental risk factors that impact HIV and HCV care among HIV -positive, persons whom 

injection drug (PWID). She earned an MPH at E mory University, followed by a fellowship through the Hispanic -

Serving Health Professions Schools to conducted HIV and substance use research along the U.S. -Mexico 

Border. Later Ms. Ludwig -Barron served as an Epidemiologist/Study Director with the Los Ange les County 

Department of Public Health, where she evaluated county -wide programs in the HIV & STI Research and 

Innovation Unit. Her goals are to increase evidence -based, programs and services for communities with 

substance use disorders and associated co -morbidities, while encouraging young Latinx/Chicanx, first 

generation college students to pursue higher education.  

 

Maylen Perez Diaz, Ph.D  
University of California Los Angeles  

Dr. Perez Diaz immigrated to the U.S. from Cuba as a child and has dedicated 

her career in research to studying the neural mechanisms underlying addiction, 

with specific focus on behavioral pharmacology, neuroendocrinology, and 

neuroimaging. She received h er B.S. in Biology from UCLA in 2011 and went on 

to earn her Ph.D. in Neuroscience from Emory University under the mentorship 

of Drs. Leonard Howell and Mark Wilson in 2017. She is currently working on her 

postdoctoral training with Dr. Edythe London at UC LA, studying the neural 

mechanisms underlying withdrawal -related states in cigarette smokers. Dr. Perez Diaz plans to continue 



 

 

pursuing a career in academic research, seeking out new avenues for drug addiction therapies and 

mentoring young scientists in tr aining. As a Latina woman in science, she hopes to encourage and mentor 

other young women of color in order to diversify and move the field forward.  

 

Simon Sandh, M .P.H 
New York University College of Global Public Health  

 
Simon Sandh is a doctoral candidate studying epidemiology at the New 

York University School of Global Public Health researching topics such as 

substance use, HIV, sexual health, and sexual minorities. He received his 

Master of Public Health  with a concentration in maternal, child, 

reproductive, and sexual health at the CUNY School of Public Health. While 

at CUNY, he focused his research on sexual health of men who have sex with men and health 

technology. His interest in substance use arose t hrough his work at the New York State Psychiatric 

Institute where he conducted preliminary eligibility screenings for several opioid studies and collected 

participant observation data for cannabis studies. His current research projects include substance us e 

among construction workers as well as sexual health of men who have sex with men and transgender 

women in the Philippines. As he progresses in his research, he hopes to work towards joining the gap 

between his interests in working with sexual minorities,  particularly in the realm of HIV, with his interest in 

substance use research.  

 

Trey B. Warren, M.P.H Candidate  
University of Florida  

Trey B. Warren is a graduate research trainee in the Study of Teen Opioid Misuse 

and Prevention Laboratory at the University of Florida, led by Dr. Linda B. Cottler. 

He aims to become a tenured professor and independent investigator in the 

epidemiology of varying misused substances (i.e. opioid misuse epidemiology), 

and racial and ethnic health disparities among pedia tric populations. His 

primary research focuses on the psychological and social determinants of 

pediatric health disparities, with an emphasis on the quantitative analysis of risk 

factors associated with opioid misuse among justice -involved children.  

 

 

Sitara Weerakoon, B .A., M.P.H 
UTHealth SPH 

Sitara Weerakoon, MPH is a PhD student in Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the 

University of Texas Health Science Center School of Public Health in Dallas, TX. She 

studies maternal prenatal substance abuse and adolescent cardiovascular and 

anthropometric outcomes. Her research interests also include exploration of racial 

and ethnic disparities in child and teen health and applying statistical methods 

for epidemiological study questions.  Sitara is a member of th e Delta Omega 

Honorary Society in Public Health -- Alpha Iota chapter. Sitara graduated from 

Austin College in Sherman, TX with a Bachelor of Arts degree where she double majored in Public Health 

and French. She is a Sri Lankan American and a first -generat ion doctoral student. Her hobbies include 

traveling, reading, and playing with her mini schnoodle, Rigby.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

F.O.R.C.E. Junior Investigator Travel Award  

 
Kathryn Hawk ,  M .D. ,  M .H.S 

Yale University Department of Emergency Medicine  

Dr. Hawk is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Emergency Medicine and 

an attending physician in the Yale New Haven Hospital Emergency Department.  

She is a NIDA K12 Drug use, Addiction and HIV Research (DAHRS) Scholar, and is 

board certified in emergency and add iction medicine. She completed her 

residency training, a year of service as chief resident, and a research fellowship 

in the Yale University Department of Emergency Medicine.  Her research primarily 

focuses on implementation of programs initiating buprenor phine in the ED and opioid overdose prevention. 

She is an investigator on several NIDA CTN multi -site studies (CTN 0069, 00790, 0079-A1, CTN 0099) focused 

on the implementation of ED -initiated buprenorphine in academic, community and rural EDs, and on the 

impact of engagement in formal addiction treatment in those receiving and injectable versus sublingual 

buprenorphine in the ED.  In addition, she has been engaged in multiple projects focused on reducing 

opioid associated mortality through data linkages, E D naloxone distribution, ED patient experience and 

reported outcomes, and dissemination of evidence -based best practices for emergency care of patients 

with addiction.  

 
Ashly E Jordan,  Ph .D,  M .P.H 
New York University  

Dr. Jordan's research addresses the interface of substance use, infectious disease 

risk, and clinical - and population -level surveillance, screening, interventions, and 

prevention. Drawing on a multi -level understanding of illness and health, she 

employs both advanced quantitati ve and qualitative methods to better 

understand factors and policies which contribute to risk and which could be 

modified to improve individual and population health through screening, testing, 

treatment, and prevention. Dr. Jordan's current research exami nes the epidemics 

of opioid misuse, overdose, HIV and hepatitis C virus (HCV), epidemics can be best understood as a 

syndemic, that is, a set of inter -related and overlapping epidemics occurring in specific geospatial and 

socio -economic contexts and which act synergistically to exacerbate risk.  

 

Noa Krawczyk,  PhD  
NYU School of Medicine  

Noa Krawczyk is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Population Health 

at NYU Grossman School of Medicine and a member of the Center for Opioid 

Epidemiology and Policy. She completed her PhD in the Department of Mental 

Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, where she 

studied substance use epidemiology, and previously worked as a Fulbright 

research scholar to study treatment  and health services among cocaine users 

in Brazil. Her research focuses on studying ways to address barriers to evidence -

based treatment for opioid use disorders and improving quality and effectiveness of care, especially among 

vulnerable groups such as p ersons with criminal justice involvement. Her work centers on bridging research 

and practice by collaborating with public health and government agencies and advancing science that 

can help inform evidence -based policies and practices that reduce harm and p romote long -term 

recovery.  

 



 

 

CPDD Travel Award for Early Career Investigators  

 
Olufemi Ajumobi, M .D, M.P.H 
University of Nevada Reno  

Olufemi is a doctoral student in the Public Health PhD program (Social Behavioral 

Health Track) at the University of Nevada, Reno. He holds a Bachelors degree in 

Medicine and Surgery (equivalent to MD) from the University of Ibadan ð Nigeria; 

and a Master of Public Health (Field Epidemiology) from Ahmadu Bello University 

Zaria ð Nigeria, a program modeled after the U.S Epidemic Intelligence Service. 

His PhD research interests include substance use mitigation and efficacy and 

implementation of peer recovery support.  

 

 

Rachel Altshuler, Ph.D.  
University of Maryland - College Park  

Rachel Altshuler received her Ph.D. from the University of Michigan in 2019. 

During her graduate studies, Rachel received training in neuropharmacology 

and behavioral pharmacology from the Department of Pharmacology in the 

labs of Dr. Emily Jutkiewicz and Dr. Margaret Gnegy. Rachel's research focused 

on the effects of protein kinase C inhibition on amphetamine -mediated 

behaviors in rats. After leaving Michigan, Rachel b egan her postdoctoral 

research in the lab of Dr. Xuan Li in the Department of Psychology at the 

University of Maryland. Rachel's postdoctoral research focuses on the 

neurobiology of drug relapse.  

 

 

Erin M. Anderson Goodell, Ph .D Sc.M 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health  

Erin Anderson Goodell is a second -year Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department 

of Mental Health at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (JHSPH).  

She holds a PhD in mental health also from JHSPH and a Masters degr ee in 

epidemiology from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.  Her primary 

research expertise focuses on effects of interpersonal and environmental factors 

on illicit drug and alcohol use among military personnel.  She also has emerging 

expertise in research using smartphone technology and novel methods such as 

ecological momentary assessment to measure and intervene on patterns of substance use.  
 
 

Anahita Bassir Nia, M .D. 
Yale University School of Medicine  

 
Anahita Bassir Nia, MD, is an Addiction Psychiatrist by training and an Assistant 

Professor of Psychiatry at Yale School of Medicine. She has recently received her 

career development award (K12) to study the endocannabinoid system in 

opioid use disorder and is funded to study the endoc annabinoid system in post -

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) from National Center for PTSD (NCPTS). Her main 

research interests are in conducting translational research to understand the neurobiology of addictive 

disorders, particularly in relation to the ro le of long -lasting effects of chronic stress and trauma on the 

psychopathology of substance use disorders.  

 



 

 

Gayatri Bhatia, M .D.  
All India Institute of Medical Sciences  

Dr. Gayatri Bhatia completed her MD (Psychiatry) in 2018 and is currently 

pursuing DM (3 yearsõ super-specialization) in Addiction Psychiatry from the 

National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre, All India Institute of Medical 

Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, India. She has a special interest in understanding 

and management of mental health issues of women, adolescents and young 

adults, especially students, with active involvement in Institutional Student 

Guidance Cell and Resident Doctorsõ Association at AIIMS. Her research work includes multiple research 

projects and publications in the areas of adolescent mental health and addiction psychiatry, behavioral 

addictions and family interventions in substance use disorders. She takes keen interest in teaching and 

exchange of ideas, organizing interactive sessions for students and resident doctors, actively participating 

in open forums, winning many laurels in debates, creative writing and regional music.  

 

Kathryn Biernacki, Ph .D 
Department of Psychiatry, UBHC, and Brain Health Institute, Rutgers 

University ð New Brunswick  

Dr Biernacki is a postdoctoral research associate at Rutgers University. She 

completed her PhD in Psychology in Australia, before moving to Rutgers 

University to continue her work with opioid -using populations. Her research 

focuses on using neuroimaging and n eurostimulation techniques to better 

understand cognition and treatment outcomes in opioid use disorder, with a 

particular focus on decision -making impairment in this population.  

 

Stevie C . Britch, Ph.D 
University of Kentucky  

Dr. Britch is a post -doctoral fellow at the Center on Drug and Alcohol Research, 

Department of Behavioral Science, University of Kentucky.  She completed her 

graduate training in 2019 at Washington State University, where her research in 

rodent models investigated sexual dimorphism in novel analgesics, interactions 

between multiple psychoactive substances, and potential immunological 

mechanisms underlying cannabinoid -induced reductions in inflammatory pain.  

During her postdoctoral training, she has transitioned to clinica l pharmacology 

studies with a continued focus on interactions between psychoactive substances.  Concurrent use of 

opioids with other drugs of abuse is occurring at alarming rates, however, little is understood about the 

safety of combining psychoactive sub stances.  Dr. Britchõs research, with Drs. Sharon Walsh and Shanna 

Babalonis, aims to assess potential synergistic actions of opioid -cannabinoid and opioid -alcohol 

combinations on safety and abuse liability outcomes. These studies will inform the public an d policy about 

potential dangers of combining drugs, such as alcohol or cannabis with opioids, and will also explore the 

potential therapeutic benefit of opioid -cannabinoid combinations on pain.  

 

Amanda Bunting, Ph.D  
New York University School of Medicine  

Amanda M. Bunting, PhD is a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of 

Population Health in the New York University School of Medicine. She is a 

trainee in the Population Health Scholars program and a postdoc for CTN -0101 

(PI: McNeely), assessing th e efficacy of a primary care intervention for 

subthreshold opioid use disorder. Her research examines health disparities and 

substance use among justice -involved populations, with a special focus on 

polysubstance use involving opioids.  



 

 

Ginny Carter, Ph .D, RN 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Dr. Mary Virginia Carter òGinnyó is a Research Scientist at UNC Horizons, a 

comprehensive drug treatment program for pregnant and parenting women 

and their drug -exposed children.  Ginny received her PhD in Nursing from Emory 

University. Her work has focused on understanding the gender -related barriers to 

treatment and recovery both domestically and internationally. Currently she is 

collaborating on several studies aimed at understanding the best treatment 

op tions for women with opioid use disorders during pregnancy.  

 

Fel ipe Cast i l lo ,  M .D.  
Columbia University & New York State Psychiatric Institute  

 
Felipe Castillo, MD is a current trainee in the Division on Substance Use Disorders 

at Columbia University Medical Center (CUMC)/New York State Psychiatric 

Institute (NYSPI), with training supported by an institutional NIDA -sponsored T32 

training grant, under PI Dr. Frances Levin. His research interests include the 

treatment of substance use disorder s, most prominently opioid use disorder and 

its associated comorbidities. He is interested in understanding better the 

interplay of addiction on general health effects, from cognitive capacity to utilization of medical and social 

services. His future direc tions include improving clinical trial design and execution skills as a research fellow. 

For this presentation to CPDD, he focused on understanding the role of baseline drug use as a moderator 

of treatment outcomes in a variety of currently -available MOUD treatments.  

 

 

Sarah Cercone Heavey, Ph .D, M.P.H 
School of Public Health and Health Professions, State University of 

New York  at Buffalo  

Sarah Cercone Heavey, PhD, MPH is a substance use and mental health 

researcher. Currently, her work focuses on the intersection of intentional and 

unintentional opioid overdose, as well as emerging issues in the opioid 

overdose epidemic.  Dr. Heavey completed at NIMH -funded T32 fellowship at 

the Center for the Study and Prevention of Suicide at the Department of 

Psychiatry, University of Rochester Medical Center. Prior to this, she received her MPH and PhD in Community 

Health and Health Behavior at the University at Buffalo, State University of New York. Dr. Heavey has worked 

in public health for many years, including h ealth promotion at an insurance company and lead poisoning 

prevention at Women & Childrenõs Hospital of Buffalo. In addition, between her MPH and PhD, Dr. Heavey 

completed a fellowship at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Office on Smoking an d Health, 

in Atlanta, GA.  

 

 

Thomas Chao ,  M.A.  

New York State Psychiatric Institute  

Thomas Chao is a Clinical Psychology intern at the Centre for Addiction and 

Mental Health and a doctoral candidate from the New School for Social 

Research (NSSR) in New York City. He received his MA in General Psychology, 

with a concentration in Substance Abuse Counseling, from NSSR and his BA in 

Psychology from the University of British Columbia. Following his Masters, 

Thomas was selected for a 3 -year NIDA -funded addiction research fellowship 

with the Substance Use Research Center, at the New York State Ps ychiatric 



 

 

Institute. At NYSPI, he worked on projects employing drug -administration, neuroimaging, and computational 

methods. His current research interests are in understanding how subjective states, impulsivity, and decision -

making perpetuate addictive pa tterns of behavior. Thomas aspires to become a clinical researcher, with 

an emphasis on bringing neuropsychological findings into addiction treatment.   

 

T ianzhen Chen,  M .D.  
Shanghai Mental Health Center  

Tianzhen Chen is a Ph.D. student at Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of 

Medicine. Chen obtained an M.D. degree in clinical medicine from Southern 

Medical University in 2016. Since his Ph.D. studies, Chenõs researches have focused 

on the investigation of non -invasive brain stimulation treatment fo r amphetamine -

type stimulants use disorder and related mechanism. In addition, he also focused 

on the processing and analysis of EEG signals. During the past 3 years, Chen has 

published over 20 research papers in the journals, like Addiction, Journal of 

Psychiatric Research, European Neuropsychopharmacology, etc. He also published several abstracts at 

national and international scientific conferences. Chen has also received academic awards and honors, 

such as Ph.D. Scholarship, National Scholarship, Travel Award, and other best paper awards in academic 

meetings. Currently, Chen and his mentor Dr. Min Zhao are continuing to conduct research on the 

underlying brain mechanism of the efficacy of non -invasive brain stimulation for drug addiction. They hope 

to pro vide important views for the clinical application of non -invasive brain stimulation.  

 

 

Vivian Chiu, Ph .D candidate  
University of Queensland  

Vivian currently a PhD candidate at the University of Queensland, Australia. Her 

work surrounds the understanding the impact of international cannabis policies, 

with a focus on the epidemiology of cannabis and other substance use, and 

related consequences.  

 

 

 

William H. Craft, B .S. 
Fralin Biomedical Research Institute at Virginia Tech Carilion  

 
William is a doctoral student conducting his research at the Addiction Recovery 

Research Center under Dr. Warren Bickelõs Mentorship. Williamõs research is 

focused on understanding processes that may undergird addiction vulnerability 

as well as facilitate recovery from addiction. To that end, he is investigating the 

reduction of delay discounting as an opioid -sparing intervention for chronic pain. 

Additionally, William is involved in several projects that seek to understand the 

longer -term processes that fa cilitate successful recovery from alcohol and opioid addictions. William 

studied neuroscience as an undergraduate at Virginia Tech and continues his training as a part of Virginia 

Techõs Translation Biology, Medicine, and Health graduate program. 

 



 

 

Kathleen Isabel Crum, Ph .D 
Medical University of South Carolina  

Kathleen I. Crum, PhD is a Research Assistant Professor in the Neurosciences 

Department of the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC). Dr. Crum 

obtained her PhD in Clinical Psychology fro m Florida International University. She 

completed her predoctoral internship through the Charleston Consortium/MUSC 

Traumatic Stress Track. Dr. Crum served as a Postdoctoral Researcher at Boys 

Town National Research Hospital's Center for Neurobehavioral Re search in 

Children. Subsequently, Dr. Crum completed an NIMH T32 postdoctoral 

fellowship at the MUSC National Crime Victims Research and Treatment Center. Currently, Dr. Crum is a 

Career Enhancement Core Scholar as part of the MUSC Specialized Center of Re search Excellence 

(SCORE), and serves as National Project Coordinator for Clinical Trials Network Project 108 (Transcranial 

Magnetic Stimulation Treatment of Cocaine/Methamphetamine Use Disorder). Dr. Crum conducts 

neurobiological and behavioral research o n risk and resiliency following psychosocial trauma ñwith a focus 

on substance use disorders (SUDs), which are strongly associated with trauma. Her overarching long -term 

goal is to develop a significant program of clinical research focused on investigating neural, social, and 

familial factors contributing to the development of risk and resilience following stressful life events, and to 

inform advances in interventions to prevent or reduce adverse outcomes.  

 

Megan E. Curtis, Ph .D 
University of California, Los Angeles  

Megan Curtis, PhD is a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of Psychiatry and 

Biobehavioral Sciences at the University of California, Los Angeles under the 

mentorship of Drs. Yih -Ing Hser and Larissa Mooney. Dr. Curtis is also the Node 

Coordinator of the Greater Southern California Node of the NIDA Clinical Trials 

Network and Project Manager for a NIH HEAL Initiative multisite trial (CTN -0102) 

that aims to expand medication treatment for opioid use disorder in rural 

communities thro ugh the integration of telemedicine. Dr. Curtisõs reach focuses on expanding access to 

evidence based treatments for co -occurring substance use disorders and chronic pain populations through 

technology to improve quality of life, overall functioning, and t reatment retention and adherence.  

 

 

Mary Kathryn (Kate) Dahlgren, Ph.D  
McLean Hospital, Harvard Medical School  

Dr. Mary Kathryn (Kate) Dahlgren is a post -doctoral research fellow in the 

Cognitive and Clinical Neuroimaging Core (CCNC) and the Marijuana 

Investigations for Neuroscientific Discovery (MIND) program at McLean Hospital, 

both led by Dr. Staci Gruber. Her work has focused on the impact of both 

recreational and medical cannabis use on cognition, clinical state, neural 

activation, and br ain structure. Most recently, she published an article in Drug and 

Alcohol Dependence demonstrating that chronic, heavy, recreational cannabis 

use was associated with poorer performance on a driving simulator, even in the absence of acute 

intoxication (Dah lgren et al., 2020). Further, poorer driving performance was localized to early -onset 

cannabis users, who began regular use before age sixteen. Currently, she is working on a longitudinal 

project to assess driving simulator performance in medical cannabis patients before they begin using 

cannabis and over the course of their treatment. Her driving simulator work has been supported by the 

McLean Hospital Rossano Mind, Brain, and Behavior Pre -Doctoral Fellowship and the Jonathan Edward 

Brooking Mental Health Research Fellowship (awarded to Dr. Dahlgren in 2017 and 2020, respectively) as 

well as National Institute on Drug Abuse grants (awarded to Dr. Gruber).  

 



 

 

Zheng Dai, Ph .D 
West Virginia University Health Sciences Center  

Zheng Dai is a post -doctoral fellow working in the Department of Epidemiology 

at West Virginia University. He came from China, and he has earned a BS in Bio -

engineering and an MS in Pharmacognosy from China Pharmaceutical 

University. His current research m ainly focus in drug -related injury research, 

including development of fatal and non -fatal drug overdose monitoring, 

prevention, and expansion of medication for opioid  

use disorder.  

 

 

Amelia Dunn, Ph .D 
The Rockefeller University  

 
Amelia received her PhD in 2019 from Rockefeller University, in the lab of Dr. 

Mary Jeanne Kreek studying molecular and behavioral pharmacology of 

kappa opioid receptor agonists. She is currently a postdoctoral researcher in 

Dr. Julie Blendy's lab at the University of Pennsyl vania studying opioid receptor 

signaling in a translational mouse model of neonatal opioid withdrawal. Her 

overall research goal is to leverage understanding of neuropharmacology in 

general, and opioid receptor signaling specifically, to develop therapeuti cs for addictive diseases.  

 

 

Jonathan Feelemyer ,  M.S. 
New York University  
 
Jonathan Feelemyer has been an Epidemiologist in New York City for over 10 

years.  He works primarily with HIV/AIDS populations and key risk groups 

including persons who inject drugs and racial/ethnic minorities.  Mr Feelemyer 

has conducted research in the United States as well as Europe and Asia.  He 

has published extensively on risks associated with HIV infection and substance 

use in addition to harm reduction programs a nd interventions.  He currently is 

working on his PhD at NYU School of Medicine in New York City with focus on associations between illicit 

stimulant use and HIV viral suppression.  

 

 

Alan N. Francis , Ph.D 
Harvard Medical School  
 
Dr. Alan Francis is the Louis V. Gerstner III Research Scholar/Neuroscientist at the 

Massachusetts General Hospital Athinoula A. Martinos Center for Biomedical 

Imaging and an Instructor in Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School.   

 

Dr. Francis has pursued re search and teaching in the cognitive neurosciences for 

more than 20 years, with fellowships and teaching positions at institutions including 

the Indian Institute of Technology, Oxford University, Laboratory of Brain & Cognition at the National Institute 

of  Mental Health, University of Maryland Psychiatric Research Center, Beth Israel Deaconness Medical 

Center, and Harvard Medical School. His area of research focused on neuroimaging and genetics of 

familial high risk for schizophrenia.  

 

Dr. Francis completed  a Post-Doctoral Fellowship at McLean Hospital working in brain imaging and 

substance use disorder. He earned his PhD in Cognitive Neuroscience with high honors from Albert Ludwigs 



 

 

Universitats Freiburg, Germany. He also received a masters degree in cognit ive neuroscience from the 

University of London.  

 

Dr. Francis was selected as a Fellow (2019 ð 2021) at the Alcohol Medical Scholars Program at University of 

California San Diego.  He was also selected for a travel award from the Schizophrenia International  Research 

Society Annual conference April 2019 at Orlando Florida.  

 
 

Erik J. Garcia, Ph.D  
University of Texas Medical Branch  

Dr. Erik J. Garcia joined the College on Problems of Drug Dependence as a Member 

in Training in 2019 and attended his first meeting in San Antonio, Texas in June 2019. 

Dr. Garcia earned his doctorate in Experimental Psychology and Behavioral 

Neuroscience in May 2017 from Kansas State University under the supervision of Dr. 

Mary E. Cain. Dr. Garcia is currently in his third year  of postdoctoral training in the 

Center for Addiction Research at the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston under the supervision 

of Dr. Kathryn A. Cunningham. Dr. Garcia researches the extent to which selective serotonin (5 -HT2C) 

receptor ligand s affect motivated behavior using preclinical models of substance abuse. Dr. Garcia aims 

to identify individual differences in behavior that protect or increase the vulnerability to transition to 

compulsive drug consumption and use this knowledge to inform  drug discovery efforts. Dr. Garciaõs long-

term career goals are to mentor young scientists and maintain an active research program in substance 

use disorders . 

 

Stephanie Glegg, OT, Ph .D 
The University of British Columbia  

Dr. Stephanie Glegg is a postdoctoral fellow and implementation scientist at the BC 

Centre on Substance Use and the University of British Columbia. Her research 

examines barriers and facilitators of knowledge translation/implementation, and tests 

interventions to support the use o f evidence in health care decision -making.  

 

 

 

 

Leah Hamilton, Ph .D 
NYU School of Medicine  

Leah Hamilton is a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Population Health, NYU 

Langone Health, focusing on the intersection between justice -involvement, 

substance use and health. Her research uses mixed methodology to improve 

substance use disorder (SUD) treatment provision and health outcomes of different 

vulnerable populations including people on probation, drug court participants, 

formerly incarcerated people returning to the community and youth under community supervision.  

 

Dr. Hamilton continues to conduct research on implementation science -informed interventions to improve 

screening and assessment for SUDs and appropriate treatmen t options for people experiencing SUDs and 

their associated health difficulties. She also recently joined the NYU School of Medicine Center on Opioid 

Epidemiology and Policy (COEP) and is conducting research on state and national policy impacts on fatal 

an d non -fatal opioid -related overdoses . 

 



 

 

Penelope L . Hill, BHS, MSc, GD Dev Stud , Ph.D candidate  
Burnet Institute  

Penelope Hill is a PhD candidate at the Burnet Institute/Monash University 

investigating the impact of health service use on opioid overdose among people 

who inject drugs (PWID) in Melbourne, due to submit her thesis in September 2020. 

She works as a Resea rch Assistant within the Centre for Research Excellence into 

Injecting Drug Use at the Burnet Institute coordinating the National Naloxone 

Reference Group and as a fieldworker for the SuperMIX cohort study of PWID.  

 

Penny has a background as a community health worker in outreach needle syringe programs across 

Melbourne and Sydney, and experience volunteering in festival and nightlife harm reduction services. She 

is a cofounder of Pill Testing Australia, and through this role established the firs t government supported drug 

checking trial in Canberra in 2018 and subsequent 2019 trial. She has also worked in festival drug checking 

services in New Zealand and Canada. Penny is a board member of Harm Reduction Victoria, Harm 

Reduction Australia, Studen ts for Sensible Drug Policy Australia, the Vienna NGO Committee to the UN Office 

of Drugs and Crime and the Members Advisory Committee of the International Drug Policy Consortium.  

 

 

Laura Hughes , BBiomedSc(Hons) GDipPsych  
School of Psychology, Deakin University  

Laura Hughes Assoc MAPS is a PhD Candidate within the School of Psychology and 

Cognitive Neuroscience Unit (CNU) at Deakin University in Australia.  She began her 

career in research with an Honours Degree in Biomedical Science at Monash 

University, followed by a Graduate Diploma of Psychology at Deakin University.  

Laura has conducted research with individuals from clinical populations, such as heavy tobacco users and 

patients in alcohol and other drug detoxification clinics.  In addition,  she has worked in a community setting 

with those seeking treatment for alcohol and other drug use problems.  Her research interests include 

treatments for people with tobacco and other substance use problems, psychopharmacology and 

cognitive neurosciences  (such as executive functions). She is currently preparing her first first -author paper 

with data from a randomised controlled trial (RCT) for her thesis, which investigates the effectiveness of 

inhibitory control training (ICT) as in an intervention to as sist with smoking cessation.  In her spare time, Laura 

has volunteered as a Girl Guides Leader for over 11 years.  

 

Charlotte Kervran, Ph .D 
Université de Bordeaux  

Dr. Charlotte Kervran PhD, earned an honors degree in biology -biochemistry 

(2011) from the Un iversity of Nantes (France) and entered a neuroscience 

curriculum at the University of Bordeaux (France) where she graduated with a 

Masterõs Degree (2013) and a PhD (2019). Dr. Kervran was trained in clinical 

addiction research, including use of Addiction Severity Index (ASI) and 

Ecological Momentary Assessment (EMA) in the team of Marc Auriacombe at 

University of Bordeaux. Dr. Kervran acquired strong experience in subject recruitment and research 

assessment in treatment and harm reduction settings. Over th e past 7 years, Dr. Kervranõs research included 

studies in sleep, craving, food and harm reduction intervention effectiveness. Dr. Kervranõs PhD research 

explored the stability of craving as an etiological (predictive) marker of substance use using EMA and  its 

psychometric stability as a diagnostic criterion within the DSM -5 substance use disorder diagnostic criteria 

using Item Response Theory (IRT), for which she received training from Deborah Hasin at University of 

Columbia (NY). Dr. Kervran contributed t o 5 peer -reviewed publications and 9 presentations at CPDD since 

2014. Dr. Charlotte Kervran is currently a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Bordeaux Population Health 

(BPH) Center at the University of Bordeaux, Bordeaux, France.  

 



 

 

 

Simeon D. Kimmel, M .D., M.A. 
Boston University School of Medicine  

 
Simeon Kimmel is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Boston University School 

of Medicine and an Attending Physician in the Sections of General Internal 

Medicine and Infectious Diseases at Boston Medical Center and Medical 

Director of Project TRUST, Boston Medical Centerõs harm reduction focused 

drop -in center. He trained in Internal Medicine and Primary Care at Brigham and 

Womenõs Hospital before completing a joint fellowship in Addiction Medicine 

and Infectious Diseases at Boston Medical Center. He also  earned a Master's Degree in Medical 

Anthropology from the Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. His research focuses on the 

integration of addiction and harm reduction services with infectious disease care to improve clinical 

outcomes for those wi th and at risk for infectious and medical complications of substance use.  

 

 

Elizabeth N. Kinnard, MS  
UC Berkeley School of Public Health  

 
Elizabeth (Lizzy) Kinnard is a PhD student in epidemiology at the UC Berkeley 

School of Public Health. She completed her bachelor's and master's degrees at 

Brown University, where she received the inaugural award for outstanding 

academic achievement by a masterõs student. She has widely published in 

substance use, infectious disease, and epidemiology journals. Her research 

interests include substance use, drug policy, harm reduction, infectious diseases, 

and criminal justice involvement. Broadly, she is interested in the ways in which 

drug criminalization and stigma affect health outcomes among people who use dr ugs. She is a researcher 

at RTI International under the mentorship of Drs. Alex Kral and Barrot Lambdin. Elizabeth has also been very 

active in the advocacy and policy spaces, as a member of Students for Sensible Drug Policy and a former 

intern at the Drug  Policy Alliance. She was an organizer for Rhode Island Governor Raimondoõs Overdose 

Prevention and Intervention Task Force, as well as a finalist in the Global Debate and Public Policy Challenge 

òRethinking Drugsó in Budapest, Hungary. Elizabeth is committed to staying involved in both academia and 

public policy, ensuring that drug policies are based in rigorous scientific evidence.  

 

Sukhpreet Klaire, M .D., CCFP 
British Columbia Centre on Substance Use  

Dr. Sukhpreet Klaire is an Addiction Medicine research fellow with the British 

Columbia Centre on Substance Use. As well, he is a practicing Addiction 

Medicine and Family Medicine physician, working with urban and marginalized 

populations in Vancouver, Canada. He completed medical school at McMaster 

University, residency training at the University of Ottawa, and a clinical fellowship 

with the British Columbia Centre on Substance Use. His clinical and research 

interests include community -based harm reduction initiatives, the integration of addiction wit h primary care 

services, and the exploration of novel treatment approaches for opioid use disorder.  

 



 

 

Elias Klemperer, Ph .D 
Vermont Center on Behavior and Health  

 
Elias Klemperer completed his PhD in clinical psychology in 2019 and is currently 

a NIDA T32 post-doctoral trainee with the Vermont Center on Behavior and 

Health at the University of Vermont. His research primarily focuses on 

interventions and policies to address nicotine and tobacco use among people 

who are not engaged in treatment. This year , Eli is presenting research at CPDD 

on predictors of smoking cessation attempts and success among people initially 

not ready to quit smoking. Eli's ongoing research is on strategies to reduce harm from cigarette smoking 

among people who also use e -cigaret tes. 

 

Emanuel Krebs, M .A. 
Health Economic Research Unit at the BC Centre for Excellence in 

HIV/AIDS 

 
Emanuel Krebs is a Senior Health Economist for the Health Economic Research 

Unit at the British Columbia Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, a Research 

Affiliate with the Center for Health Economics of Treatment Interventions for 

Substance Use Disorder, HCV, and HIV (CHERISH), a member of The Opioid Use 

Disorder Modeling Writing Group collaboration to inform policy modeling, the holder of a 2020 Frederick 

Banting and Charles Best Canada Graduate Scholarships Doctoral Research Award from the Canadian 

Institutes of Health Research and the recipient of the Dr. Mowafaghian Doctoral Fellowship in the PhD 

program at the Faculty of Health Sciences at Sim on Fraser University. He has expertise specializing in applied 

econometrics using health administrative data and model -based health economic evaluation, and his 

research has spanned economic evaluations in HIV/AIDS and opioid use disorder.  

 

Soeren Kuitune n-Paul, Dipl. -Psych.  
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine, 

TU Dresden, Dresden, Germany  
Soeren Kuitunen -Paul is a clinical psychologist who specialized in addiction 

science. He graduated from the TU Dresden (Germany) where he also earned 

his doctoral degree.  His current research interests are psychometric evaluation 

of instruments, relapse p rediction, use motives and objective validation of 

subjective substance use reports. After focusing  on alcohol in young adults in the 

past, he now focusses on cannabis, methamphetamine and nicotine use in 

adolescents with SUD. He also served as peer review er for several journals on addiction and psychiatric 

methods, including Addiction, IJMPR, SUCHT, Psychological Medicine, PMC Public Health, as well as Drug 

and Alcohol Dependence. Furthermore, he is active in a local initiative promoting the de -stigmatizat ion of 

persons with mental disorders, and published background chapters in two children books dealing with 

anxiety disorders in children as well as with children of alcohol -abusing adults.  

 

Jessica A. Kulak, Ph .D, M.P.H 
Buffalo State College  

 
Jessica A. Kulak is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Health, Nutrition, 

and Dietetics at Buffalo State College. She has published peer -reviewed journal 

articles on smoking cessation patterns among African Americans, the emerging 

use of hookah am ong young people, tobacco control policies, and research 

guidelines for monitoring the global tobacco use epidemic. Her current research 

focuses on at -risk populations and the risk and resiliency factors related to 

substance use. Jessica holds a Masterõs degree in School and Community Mental Health Counseling from 



 

 

the University of Rochester and a Master of Public Health from the University at Buffalo (UB).  Jessica received 

her PhD from the School of Public Health and Health Professions at UB in 2017.  

 

 

Laura Lambert, Ph .D student  
University of Bordeaux   

 
Mrs. Laura Lambert is a predoctoral PhD student in the neuroscience curriculum 

at the University of Bordeaux (France). She earned an honors degree in biology 

(2015) and graduated with a masterõs degree in neuroscience (2017). Mrs. 

Lambertõs research training curriculum is in human addiction research in the 

team of Marc Auriacombe at University of Bordeaux (SANPSY CNRS USR 3413) 

where she acquired expertise in Addiction Severity Index (ASI) and Eco logical 

Momentary Assessment (EMA). Mrs. Lambertõs research examines how insight level (understanding and 

acceptance by the patient of addiction) could interfere with the etiological/prognostic role of craving on 

use and relapse. She will present her first  results at the CPDD 2020 poster session. Mrs. Lambert is actively 

involved in scientific mediation with Bordeaux Neurosciences Association and is event manager for the 

international festival of Pint of Sciences since 2018. In March 2020, Mrs. Lambert was in the final selection of 

the Three Minute Thesis (3MT) competition from 16 PhD student candidates of the University of Bordeaux. 

Mrs. Lambert is funded by a grant from the Aquitaine Regional Council.  

 

Danni Lanaway, Ph .D 
Atlanta VAMC/Emory University School of Medicine  

Dr. Danni Lanaway completed her doctoral degree in Clinical Psychology at the 

University of Cincinnati. Her research has focused on psychosocial factors that 

influence substance use, as well as the cultural adaptation of psych osocial 

interventions. In both her research and clinical work, she serves 

underrepresented and minority populations, with the goal of providing culturally 

relevant care to target and reduce mental health disparities.  

 

 

Antoine Lebeaut, M .A. 
University of Houston  

 
Antoine is a rising third -year doctoral student in the clinical psychology doctoral 

program at the University of Houston and is advised by Dr. Anka Vujanovic. He 

received his B.A. in psychology from Franklin & Marshall College in 2015. Following 

graduation, Antoine has held research assistantships at Fordham University, 

working under the supervision of Dr. Dean McKay, and Rutgers University 

Behavioral Health Care, working under the supervision of Dr. Steven Silverstein. 

Recently, h e has worked as a pre -doctoral clinician at the University of Houstonõs 

Lone Star Circle of Care clinic, a federally qualified health center, and will begin working as a pre -doctoral 

clinician with the Houston Fire Department in August 2020. He received hi s M.A. in clinical psychology from 

the University of Houston in 2019. Antoine's current research interests involve examining the role of 

transdiagnostic factors, particularly anxiety sensitivity, in the development and maintenance of co -

occurring PTSD and substance use, with a focus on alcohol use disorder.  

 


